Low-back impairment-rating practices of orthopaedic surgeons and neurosurgeons in West Virginia.
The inquiry on low-back impairment rating practices among physicians who treat or evaluate workers' compensation claimants replicates an earlier inquiry appearing in Spine by Brand and Lehmann (1983). Findings are essentially similar. Physicians consider factors other than those of physical impairment in assigning ratings, and ratings in two states are similar rather than different. The conclusion of the earlier inquiry and premise of this inquiry is that lacking widely accepted criteria for rating low-back impairment, physicians rate the disability of an individual as they perceive it. Based on findings from both inquiries, variance among ratings increases as ratings become higher. A second conclusion is that duration of time-loss disability from work before a permanent rating is made can be detrimental regarding return to work.